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Overview 

• Overview 
 

• Update to web site 
 

• Press Release 
 

• Document numbering and template 
 

• First HELCATS open meeting 
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Overview 

• Dissemination is a vital part of the project. 
 

• The primary aim of the dissemination activity WP8 is to 
support the other work packages and the project as a whole in 
getting the results of the HELCATS work to broader 
heliospheric community and other interested parties outside 
the project. 
 

• An important aspect is coordination of the standardisation of 
products in terms of formats, naming conventions, metadata, 
QA and configuration control. 
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Tasks 
• T8.1: To publish the results of the studies in the professional 

literature, and present them at major international science 
meetings. 
 

• T8.2: To arrange annual, open meetings for the scientific 
community during the lifetime of the project. 
 

• T8.3: To install all relevant documents, catalogues, 
publications on the project website. 
 

• T8.4: To integrate into relevant, established community 
facilities and websites, including the IRAP propagation tool, 
the AMDA data-mining tool, HELIO and the UKSSDC. 
 

• T8.5: To disseminate information and results to the public and 
policy makers. 
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Deliverables 
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Publication of results and 
conclusions 
This activity includes supporting individual work package and project  
level dissemination of results through the professional literature and at 
international science meetings. [D8.1 & D8.3]. Will coordinate through the 
steering committee. 
 
Standard resources such as templates, logos, flyers and contact cards 
will be available to help promote the activities within the wider community. 
 
A list of publications, presentations and other outreach activities will be 
maintained and accessible via the HELCATS web site. 
 
Related to this activity is the engagement with the public and policy 
makers through press releases, presentations, social media and related 
activities [D8.6]. In particular interaction with national/international space 
weather programmes exploiting existing contacts within the consortium. 
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HELCATS Web Site 

Public Web Site 



HELCATS Web Site 
• New public web-site established 
• Twitter, Facebook and YouTube also set-up 
• Ongoing activity to update and add to new material 

• Please provide any inputs, events, presentations, news, 
publications etc. so that these can be added 

• Also related events and workshops for the calendar  
• For internal communication have established mailing lists, 

newsletters and the project wiki 



Press Release 
• After some delays… 
• Initial press release went out 1st Oct 
• Picked up by a number of news 

feeds (see web site) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Richard and Jackie did interview for 
BBC Radio 4 
 



Document Style 
• Draft release of document style 

 
• Covers 

• Document numbering 
• File naming 
• Assignment and Tracking 
• Approval and Issue 

 
• Baseline Style 
• Cover page 
• Suggested document outline 

 
• Comments welcome 

 
• Presentation style and support 

media by time of the Open Meeting 
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First Open Meeting 
 

• The meetings [D8.2] will be used to disseminate the results and 
support further exploitation of the catalogues, modelling and 
techniques. The use of a workshop style format will be used to 
encourage dynamic use and support of the HELCATS products 
 

• 1st Annual Open Meeting, Göttingen, 19th – 22nd  May 2015 
– 19th SC Meeting, 20-21st Workshop, 22nd Wrap-up 
 

• Pre-announcement planned to go out this month 
– Useful to discuss here… 

– Main themes, goals and structure of the meeting 
– Ensure that we are on schedule for catalogues, tools, techniques 

and results that we want to highlight at the meeting 
– Identify external participants that we may want to ask to give 

invited presentations 
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Catalogue Standardisation 

Standardisation of the HELCATS results will simplify inter-working 
between work packages and interoperability with external users. 
 
A working group will be established to reach agreement on the project 
standards for delivered catalogue design, feature identification, 
formats, naming conventions, coordinate systems, metadata, 
versioning scheme, QA, etc. 
 
Where possible will make use of existing established standards, 
formats, practices and tools (e.g. consider use of VOTable and HELIO 
parameter naming and metadata descriptions). 
 
Tools will be provided/developed for the efficient metadata collection, 
formatting and for catalogue access (e.g. within IDL and Matlab). 
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Catalogue and Data 
Dissemination 
The master copies of the catalogues generated within WP2 to 7 will 
be maintained on the UKSSDC web site in the agreed format and 
naming convention and with the necessary metadata, documentation 
to support long term accessibility and use. 
 
The most recent versions of these catalogues will also be accessible 
based on existing UKSSDC VO compliant services (e.g. for access by 
the IRAP AMDA data mining tool and external VO services). 
 
UKSSDC will also be used to serve supporting data products such as 
the HI J-maps used by the IRAP AMDA data mining tool and 
propagation tool allowing HELCATS results to visualised within these 
advanced analysis tools (see next presentation). 
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Summary 
• Good progress in a number of areas (web site, wiki, mailing lists, 

press release, document standards) 
 

• Limited progress in catalogue standardisation – hence the 
dedicated session at this meeting. 
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Open Discussion on Catalogue Contents, 
Standards and Formats 
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Overview 
Standardisation of the HELCATS results will simplify inter-working between 
work packages and interoperability with external users. 
 
Need to reach agreement on the project standards for delivered catalogues 

– Design (what each catalogue contains; manage changes) 
– Formats (how the information is stored, need to be pragmatic, not a VO) 
– Naming conventions (use common conventions) 
– Coordinate systems  (agree common set to be used in the catalogues) 
– Metadata (agree what is required; collect and maintain) 
– Versioning scheme (important for project flow and publication reference) 
– QA (quality index, errors, review) 

 
Where possible will make use of existing established standards, formats, 
practices and tools (e.g. consider use of VOTable and HELIO parameter 
naming and metadata descriptions). 
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Design 
Catalogues currently being designed within each of the work-packages 
 
1. Need to ensure that all fields required by other WP are included 

 
2. Include information need to link the catalogues (namely a standard 

event ID) 
 

3. Try to maximise compatibility with existing  systems 
 

4. Consider any requirements from data models that we may wish to be 
compatible with e.g. HEK and/or HELIO 
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HEK CME Fields 
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HEK CME Fields 
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HEK CME Fields 
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HEK CME Fields 

• Not all fields required 
• Some information is the same for all records so does can 

be held externally  
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HELIO Data Model 
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HELIO Data Model 
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HELIO Data Model 
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Formats 
• Most WPs currently using space separated tabular data files 
• For broader dissemination would want to consider export to more self 

describing format (e.g. VOTable, VOEvent XML formats) 
• Possible scheme (including version control) for WP2 output (similar 

scheme for other WP) 
  WP2 

txt 

WP8 

txt_Vx 

WP3 

WP4 

VOT_Vx 

VOE_Vx 

AMDA 

UKSSDC 
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Formats/Metadata etc  

• If using simple txt file then agree standard formats and rules  
to be followed:  
– Standard way to describe field names, units and other metadata 

 
– Time: Use CSSDS/ISO8601  YYYY-MM-DDTHH:MM:SSZ 
– Angles specified in degrees 
– Speeds in km/s 
– Coordinate systems HEEQ plus Carrington Longitude 
– Format for event identifier 

– HCME_A__20070415_01   (cat name __ yyyymmdd _ seq) 
– Filename should include the cat name and version 
– Fill values should be the same data type as the field 
– Annotations should be as separate field  
– Avoid complex fields containing multiple bits of information 
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Version Control / QA 

• Configuration control and versioning important 
– Catalogues are being updated (multiple versions already in use) 
– When it comes to publications need to be able to refer to a 

particular version of the catalogues that have been used 
 

• File names should include version number 
 

• Need to agree an approval and release strategy for making the 
catalogues publicly available.  
– Require SC approval? 
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Examples 

 
• WP 2 
• WP 3 
• WP 4 
• WP 5 
• WP 6 
• WP 7 
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